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all people to wear the manufactures of this our own dear country:x It had no other design, said nothing against the King or Parliament, or any man, yet the POOR PRINTER was prosecuted two years, with the utmost violence, and even some WEAVERS themselves, for whose sake it was written, being upon the JURY, FOUND HIM GUILTY. This would be enough to discourage any man from endeavouring to do you good, when you will either neglect him or fly in his face for his pains, and when he must expect only danger to himself and loss of money, perhaps to his ruin."
However I cannot but warn you once more of the manifest destruction before your eyes, if you do not behave yourselves as you ought.
I will therefore first tell you the plain story of the fact; and then I will lay before you how you ought to act in common prudence, and according to the laws of your country.
The fact is thus : It having been many years since COPPER HALFPENCE OR FARTHINGS were last coined in this kingdom, they have been for some time very scarce,3 and many counterfeits passed about under the name of raps, several applications were made to England, that we might have liberty to coin new ones, as in former times we did; But they did not succeed. At last one Mr. Wood,4 a mean
1  The " little book " was " A Proposal for the Universal Use of Irish Manufactures."    See vol. vii.    [T. S.]
2  Instead of the words " loss of money," Faulkner in the reprint of 1725 has " to be fined and imprisoned."    [T. S.]
J They had become scarce because they had been undervalued, and therefore sent out of the country in payment of goods bought. See Prior's " Observations on Coin,35 issued in 1729, where it is stated that this scarcity had occurred only within the last twenty years. [T. S.]
4 William Wood (1671-1730) was an ironmaster of Wolverhampton. In addition to the patent for coming copper halfpence which he obtained for Ireland, and to which full reference is made in the introductory note to this first Drapier's Letter, Wood also obtained a patent, in 1722, for coining halfpence, pence and twopence for the English colonies in America. This latter patent fared no better than the Irish one. The coins introduced in America bear the dates 1722 and 1723, and are now much sought after by collectors. They are known as the Rosa American coinage. A list of the poems and pamphlets on Wood, during the excitement in Dublin, attending on the Drapier's Letters, will be found in the bibliography of Swift's works to be given in vol. xi. of this edition. See also Mouck Mason's "History of St. Patrick's Cathedral." In the original edition of the Letter, Wood's name is mis-spelt Woods. [T. S.]